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strict integrity and a capacity for self-denial, self-sacrifice,
hard work, self-help, and mutual help.

(i) Co-operative finance for farming and land develop-
ment and for such stark necessities as medical aid and
education. No borrowing except from the co-operative
society.

(ii) Cash payments for everything else.

(iii) Thrift and saving up for all purposes, and particu-
larly for social and domestic expenditure, which must be
financed solely from savings.

(iv) No debt. We must go back to the ' poor but honest'
ideal, where debt is almost a sin and the debtless man is
proud and independent.

(v) The housewife must hold the purse, and give up
barter entirely for her daily needs.1

(vi) Accounts must be kept in the common script of the
countryside and not in a cipher code.

(vii) A system of banking which will enable the farmer
to sell his crop in the mancii? the pensioner3 to draw his
pension and the lambardar to pay his land revenue and
canal dues, without carrying bags of money up and down
the country.

(viii) By means of saving and banking the farmer must
become so reasonably independent and solvent that his
next meal is never in danger and one flood or hailstorm
cannot reduce him to starvation.

3. Old debts. So much for the future. What about
past debts ? Several things are obvious.

(i) At present prices and with debts at their present
nominal totals the average zemindar, whether landlord or

1  See p. 129.

2  Market.

3  Pensioners have often told me how quickly the cash pension
payment burns a hole in their pockets !